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VINBICATy N 


Of the Commands and DoEtrine of | 


Chriſt Telus, 


And of bis People in their faithful Obe: 


dicace to him , againſt all Sweerers and ſoa 
; wharſoever "according to the Scriptures of. 


TRVTH. 


Withz few words unto all. fuck Rulars | 


Teacher; and People, of what degree or ſort foever, thar have 


-- a handin AfiQiing, Perſecuting, and caſling ſuch into Priſons OY 
who for Conſcjence-ſake dare nor break the. Commands. of 
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Te 
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. from the Lord unto them, before he ſweep the Land EE 
Doers with the Beaſome of cheir final deſtrution; , of 2163 22 


Andchis is ip love ro.their Souls bya Lover of F "OF? 
and Truth, and a witneſs againſt all Umighceousneſs In 
and - Oppreſſion. | W. B. 


Por the Land ts full of Adulterers ,for becanſe of ſmearing the, bond 


mourneth,G-c. For both Prophet and Prieft are prophant, Whzre- 


fore their way ſhall be unto them » as ſlippery waies in gp 
7 evi 


They fpall ve driven on and fall therein, for Iwill bin 
on them oven the year of their viſitation ſaiththe Lord, Ter. 23. 
TO;TI, 12. : 
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Ow ſeeing the great controverhie at this day between 
the falſe Chcilitans and the crne, (namely the perſe- 
cuting Powers of this Generation and che Royal 
Seed and people. of God called Quakers, ) * is abour 
Swearing,”and Oathes, and thelike matrers appertalhting to Re- 
ligion, and Worſhip of God, which are matters of Conſcience , 
(che avſwer of which before God in che day of death , is a mans 
eternal condemnation ; or Juſtification andſalvacion, ) Itthere- 
fore lies upon me at this time , tovindicate y ovly right and 
propriety of Chri(t Jeſns, ip the Conſciences of his-people ; and 
| aloof his pzople in cheir fairhfulneſs and obedience unto him ; 
(who is the head of his Church ,.and whoſe-cight alone it isro 
reign, againſt thar doAtine and ſoul deftroying principle, of 
impoſing Oaches , or any othet thing whacſGever, ' which con - 
cernsthe exerciſe of the foul and conſcience , (which ts immor- 
- tal) towards God, or any part of his worſhip, &c. _ 

I, Itjs written inthe ſecond Epilile of /ohy, at the nine ten 
and eleven verſes, on this wiſe, yiz, Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth aud 
abideth wot in the Dsitrive of Chriſt, hath'net God; He that abi- 
deth in the DeFtrine of Chriſt, he hath'both the Father and the Sou, 
and if there come any unto you and bring not thu deftrine , receive 
hin not inte your houſe , neither bid him God ſpeed , for he that 
biddeth hims God ſpeed, ts pertaker of his evil deeds. 

2. Now if any to whom this may come , ſhould be ignorant 
of what this meaneth, or what this doQtine of Chriſt ts, or what 
the word dodtrine do hignifie , let rhem take notice of whar fol- 

As for the word doatrine, it Fgnifies teaching , or that which 
is tavghr, ſo that the dodtrine of Chriſt is thar which he canghc 
or doth reach; and it may be truly read thus, #hoſoever - abideth 
»t in the teaching of Chriſt, or in what hetaught , or teacheth, hath 
wot God, &c. now mark , ſuch an one that abideth nor in that 
which Chriſt taught hath not God , bur he chat dothabide in 
what Chriſt hath caught and teacheth, hath both the Father and 
the Son, | be 

3. Now the controverſie being very great at this day between 
two ſorts of people in- this Nation of Exgland, about religions 
matcers , for which the one do pezſecute abuſe, imprilen >20b, 
; 3PORe, 


(s) "W- 
ſpoile,  & greatly oppreſs 8 afflict che other,(namely ſor conſci- 
ence ſake,for abiding in the. doQrine, & obeying the commands 
of Chciſt) Let us therefore mark and cry the difference of theſe 
people according tothe Scriptures of tracth , which choſe perſe- 
.curors themſelves profels is their rule; ſo by cheic own rule ler 
thembe cryed. . 

4. Now the people who are thus perſecuted and abuſed , &c, 
are ſuch as abide inthe doctrine ot Chriſt, in that which he 
raughcland reacherh, (for which chey are perſecuted )) and hath 
both che Father and che Son, 2 /ohn 9, And their perſecurors 
and opprefſors are ſuch as break the commands, and abide not in 
che doctrine of Chrift, and ſoharh not God, (as will be proved 
and made mavifeſt) neither are they to be bid God ſpeed ,- for 
ſuch as bid them God ſpeed (or fide wich them) are percakers of 
their eyil deeds; ſo they char hach not God, ( bur are without 
God) are theperſecuters and affliers of chem, tharharth both 
che Father and the Son, (lerall people cake notice ofthis; )-and 
now is the Scripture fulfilled, (7 heſe things well they do unto you 
for my names ſake, becavſe they know mit himsthat ſent me; John 
[£21] O65. 1p is wan: 4 #31 ; 02a 
: yh Now- what the doctrine of Chriſt is ,;' or! what, herhath 
taught, or doth teach his Friends, and Diſciples rodo,, andro 
leave undone, may be mentioned in mavy perciculars, bur at-pre= 
enc I may omir, oe what is in my aim, as to the thingiohand, 


- *Iyhich is about Swearing and Oaches. 


**, 6,And now that Chritt Jeſus did forbid his Diſciples to ſwear; 
and chat it was his do&rine which he ranghe chem nor ra ſwear 
at all, may be eafily proved, yea though they were ſuchoarhes 
and (wearing as.were lawful, and commanded in Old time, and 
ro be performed to the Lord, as may be read-in the-record of 
Matth, 5, Ch. 33, 34. &c. Again ye bave heard that it hath been 
ſaid by them 1n Old time , T hou (halt not forſwear thy ſelf but ſhalt 
perform untothe Lordthine Oathes : But 1 ſay unta you, ſwear nat at. 
all, neither by Heaven, for it is Gods 7 hrone; nor by the earth, for it 
is by Foetſtool , neither by Ieruſalems for u 15 the Cut of the great: 
K ing, neuber ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head , becauſe \thoy canſt not: 
wake ove bait white or black, ; But let your communication ,be yea, 
yea, nay, nay, for whatſoever i more then theſe comerhof ris; 
2 Anc. 


(4) x 
And ſaid Jarwves a ſervant of God and of the Lord Jefiis Chriſt, 
co his Brethren , (who wrote tothe Twelve Tribes ſcattered 
abroad) Above allthings my brethren ſwear not, nether by Hea- 
ven, neither by the earthneither by any other oath, but let your yes, 
beyjea , and your nay, nay , leaſt ye fall into condemnation, Ch, 5, 
I 2.v, bringing with him the very ſame doctrine which Chritt 
caught them, in which whoſoever abideth not , hath ner God, 
let him profeſs what he will; for ſaith 70h» in his firſt Epiſtle. ##> 
are of God, he that knoweth God heareth ms , he that us not of God, 
heareth not us, hereby know wethe ſpirit of truth , aud the ſpirit of 


error, Cleatly manifeſtingthat ſuch as Þ:ing not the ſame doctrine. 


with them are in the ſpirit of error , and that abide not therein 


2re not of God , bur ofthe world, 1 Toh» 4. 5, 6. 4nd the whole 


world lyeth in wickedneſs, Ch, 5. 19, So he thar ſaith I know him 
(or profeſs him) and keeperh not his Corymandements, is a 1y- 
er, and our of the truth, a»d ſo 4 decerver and an Antichriſt ,  de-. 
dying both the Father andthe Son, Ch.2. 22.273, For whoſoever 


denieth Chrif's words and doStine, hach denied him alfo-, and- 


hethar denieth him , denieth the Father ; burhe that acknow- 


m_— the Son, hath the Father allo, (xo ozely with the lips}. 
fort | 


e Father hath commigted all power and judgement to the 
Son, that all men ſhould honour the Son , ever as they bonour 
the Father ; (who ſaid) This ts my beloved Son here ye him, Mat; 
r7.5. Bytthey that break his Commandes ,, and abide nor 
in his doQtine , do difhonour him, and are contrary to him , of 
Ancichri, without God, tn the world , &c, 

7. Objeltt, Now ſome may objeR and ſay , that theſe Com- 
mands or DoErines of Chriſt Jeſus, and his ſervant James, abovr 
eathes and ſwearing, was not to diſanul , make void , or prohibie 
all ſwearivg and oathes, as Religious oathes, (as ſome call them) 
or oathes of Allegiance , or obedience to Supetiors , before a 
Magiſtrate. lawfully tendred, or the like ; but yain and frivolous 
oathes atd ſweating in their common talk, or ſuch ſaperſiious 
and Idolatrous ſwearing and oathes asthe Phatiſees uſed , who 


ſaid, it was nothing ro ſwear by the Temple, but whoſoever ſhall 


ſwear by the Gold of the Temple , he is adebrer , 8c. Againſt 
whom Chrift denoanced many yoes , and called chem Fooles 
and blind, Matt, 23. 


3, Anſv, . 
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8. Anſw, Now firlt confider h4 whom Chriſt and his Servant 
Iames did ſpeak , and read th2ir words, and weigh th:2min the - 
fear of God, MHatt.5.6. ch. And thou mailt ſee thar Chriit ſpake 
ro his own Diſciples, expounding the things concerning the law, 
wherein was written, Then ſhalt not commit Adultery, Thou ſhalt 
ot hill, &c, Exod. 20. And an eye for au eye, and a Tooth for a 
tooth , $2C. 21. 14. Ard whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife , let hins 
give her a writing of Drvorſement Dent, 24. I, &c. Calling tht: 
rime of the Law, the Old ime, iy which theſe things were gt- 
ven forth asCommandementsby the Lord, as alſoſwearing in 
that time was commanded and lawful, and the oathesrobe per- 
formed tothe Lord, as may be read Numb, 30.2. If a man wow 
avon unto the Lord , or ſwear an oath to bind his ſoul with a bond, ' 
he ſhall not break bus word, heſhall 4s according to all that procee- 
deth ont of his month, &c, And in Dent, 6.13. Thou ſhalt fear the 
Lord thy God and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſmear by his name , | And 
Palm. 63. Every ene that ſweareth by him ſhall glory, bmt the 
wouth of thens that ſpeak lies ſhall be opt, and the Anget ſwore, 
and Abraham and !ſack (ware; and in Ifaiah 65, 16,. And he 
that ſweareth in the earth ſhall ſwear by the God of Trath (but the- 
month of the tar ſhall be ſtopt ) and oſeph and David (wore, .and 
many more that might be mevtioned, {ſo that ſwearing by:che 
God of Truth iv rhe earch was lawfulin the Old time,oft which - 
Chriſt ſpake as is ſufhcientty proved , Gez. 21. 24. and 26, 31.. 
and 42. I 5. But theſe things were bur for their time and ſeafon, 
for the Law ferved (and ch= Ofd time ſwearing and ceremonies) 
till the Seed came, Ga. 3, which is Chrilt-, the new- and iiving 
way, who ſaith , ſwear not at all, Mart. 5. 34; So theſe were no 
ſuch frivelovs Oaches, neither was it onely ſuch prophane or (u-- 
perſiitious ſwearing, of which Chriſt was here ſpeaking and for- 
bidding his Diſciples, -or ſuch oarhes as the Phariſees uſed a+ 
mong them ; Bur ſach- as: were to- be performed- (im the Old 
time ) to the- Lord , even in the time of the Law and che Pro 
phers , of whom Chriſt the Subſtance is the end; toeyery one 
that beleiveth, who ſaich, Swear 2ot at all, | 
9. Andapgaiy, do ye conceit or beleive, that the Diſciples of- 
Jeſus Chrift (whomhe ſomerimes called Brerhren, and chit- 
dren) were fuch common or prophane ſwearers., or did ſwear 
\ in. 


6) 
their common talke as yon el Chritions do,who profeſs him& 
his do&cine & praGiiſe only in words & ſhew ; or do ye think oc 
imagine it was onely the Phariſees blind Superliicions wearing, 
or the like that he forbade them > If ſo, Then why did he menc1- 
onthe Old rim, and thoſe other things of the Law , and ſay, 7e 
have heard.that it hath been ſad by them of Old time , Thou ſhalt 
wot forſwear thy ſelf, but (hall perform unto the Lord thine Oathes, 
Oc. this could not be the- Phariſees oathes , and ſweating then 
preſent ; neither avy ſuch prophane or ſuperſtitious oathes , be- 
Cauſe it were ſuch oathes as were to be performed to the Lord , 
and not at that preſent time of the Phariſees ,- but inthe Old 
time, of which they had heard, ate. 5. or can thou ſay thac 
ever the Phariſees, blind ſwearing or fooliſh confuſed Oathes, Mac, 
23. wasever commanded by the Lord, or co be performed co 
him > which I judge no man can prove, | 

10, Bur however, or what oathes or ſwearing ſoever it was , 
of which there and then he was ſpeaking, and forbidding his 
Diſciples, ir was ſufficient for them then , and for the Diſciples 
of Chritt.Cche true Chriſtians) nowgthat he hath poſitively com- 
manded (which is nor to be diſputed by chem that follow hinz) 
ſayipg 5 But I ſay nnto you , ſwear n0t at all , ſeeing-all power in 
heaven andearth, and all judgement and authoricy is given and 
committed to him, of whom-God hath ſaid , Th ts my beloved 
Sen in whom: I :m well pleaſed, hear ye him, 

And again, Hebrew. 1; 1. God who at ſundry times , and in di- 
wers manners, (pake in times paſt unto the Fathers inthe Prophets, 
hath in theſe-laſt daies ſpohennnto us in his Son whom he hath ap- 
pointed/Hety of all things, by whomns alſo he made the worlds, &c. 
Now if Abraham, Iſacc and Tacob, Davidand Solomon, Meſes, 
1{aiah, or Ioſeph did iwear, theſe were all bur ſeryants in the old 


time, but the Son who is the heir ot ail chings , by whom the 


worlds' were made , whois aboye the ſervants, by whom: God 
fpeaks intheſe laſt dajes, the new and living way , towhom all 
power is given in heaven and eafth,whom all are to hear, ſaith , 
Swear not at all, and though the Angel ſwore, yer he is but a ſer- 
vant, as he himſelf ſaid to Joby, [See thon do it not , for 1am thy 
fellow ſervant ] Rev. 21. 9. But Chrilt the Son is the Herr of all 
things, andharh obtained a more excellent name then the An- 
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gels by Inheiitance, Heb. 1.4. And again; when he bringeth ir 
che fi:ft bego:ten into che world, he ſaith , Aud let allrhe An- 
gels of Grd worſhiphims, verſe 5. 6:80," LIT 2A 
x2. And ſaid Paul an Apotile of Jeſus Chriſt, ff'as Angel 
from Heavenſhould preach another Geſpel, (or dottrine ) unto you, 
thenthat which we have preached let hitbe accurſed; fo that we 
are not to look at any that ſwore in old time, or in daies paſt for 
our example and rule., (though ir be an Angel from Heaven } 
contrary to Chriits:doAineand command, who ſatth, Swear nor 
at all, | | 
13. For the Scripture 2 Toh» g, do not ſay, whoſoever ab:deth 
»ot in the doftrine of Angels,or of Iſaiah. David or Solomon, &c. 
hath zot God, But whoſoever abideth not in the Dottrine of Chriſt , 
bath xot God, and he that doth abide init ,” hath both the Father 
and the Son , for he that sbeyeth the Sox, obeytth the Father alſo; 
for the, Father hath commuted all thing s unto the ſon, whom he hath 
given for a Leader and Commander to the people, and to be his ſal- 
vation to the ends of the earth , aud there is no other name gruty un” 
der heaven whereby menſhall be ſaved , ( Nether of Menor Ar- 
gels ) for ke was before Abraham was, 'and isHreater then 
Soloywon, and Davids Lord , and higher then che Avgels,, who 
commands, Not to ſwear at all, Mat, 5, 
14. Objett, Now if any ſhould yer Obje@ and ſay , Did hot 
God himſelf ſwear by himſelf , Heb, 6, 13, And the Apoſtle Pas! 
ſay, An Oath for confirmation among menwas the end of brife,cve- 
Do-net this allow of ſwearmg and make room for oathes now among 
men-in theſe dayes, &c. | 
I 5. :Anſw. That which God did in daies paft concerning 
ſwearing, mentioned Heb, chap. 6. Ir was to confirme his -pro- 
miſe” made. to:aAbraham. and to his Seed, (and they that'are 
Chriſts are Abrahams ſeed, and heirs according to promiſe, and 
ſuch-are Chriſts, that abide m his dofrine, and do his com- 
mands,they oly are his friends )and by way offimilicede.did che 
Apoſile' Part there ſpeak of ir:(& not by -command/ or doctrine; 
he that reads, let hins underſtand) That myewby an ouÞdidendihe 
controverſie or ſtrife among thems., aud confirnie the thing about 
which they ſwore , who did ſwear by the Greater, as I have before 
mentioned, by them in thev/d:11me, Num, 30.2, Den;6.13,0. 
| OE 6, So. 
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vo 4. - 
So that the Apollle ſaid, Becarſe God cold not find 4Greater , he 
aid ſwear by himſelf, to Abraham, ſaying 4 ſurely in bleſſing I'wi 
bleſs thee, and in multiplying £will multiply thee, &'e, This was a 
promiſe made to Abrahams with an oath, putting him our of all 
aoubr thar he would falfil it ,and fo he Raggered nor ar ic, but 
patiently waited cill «cane to paſs, Hebrews 6, 15, 

16 Sorthar this is onely a Parable, ſhewing, thar if among 
ſmen} an oath didconfirmea thing , and end rhe (rife, and thar 
[men] did perform [their] oathes (who did ſwear by the Grea- 
ter, Which was once commanded by Him) how much more 
would the { Lord] be faithful co pefform [ Hz] oath which he 
ſware by LHimſelf ] (who is the Greateſt) to Abrahams and to 
his ſeed, ſeeing he cannotlye, nor is hea man that he ſhould 
repent, bur is the Righteous Judge of all the earth (har doth 
right) Ger. 18, 25. | | 

17, So that this is neither precept, example or command for 
che Chriſtians, the Diſciples of Chriſt (now in theſe laſt daies ) 
for ſwearing and oathes, bur a repetition of what wasdone in 
tirves paſt, (the old time) ro the Fathers as he ſpeaks , Heb, r. 
I, Which w4 in divers manners and at ſundryi\times, but now he 
hath ſpoken unto us in his Son and Heir , who is before Abra- 


-ham and the end of the old time, the Law and the Prophets , 


whoſaith, Swear not at all, 

18, Objett, Bur did not God ſwear by himſelf, and will not 
Repent, ch. 7, 21. But this ſeems asif God did- repent; ſeeing 
-now by his ſon (to whom he bach given all power in heaven and 
earth) he commands not to ſwear ar all intheſe laſt dajes, is not 
this repencing of what was done'formerly inthe old time ? &c, 

Aznſ. No: It cannot be ſaid (truly) here, he did Repent, ſee- 
ing he hath willingly and faithfully performed and fulfilled thar 
which-he had then ſworn and promiſed ; as mrhe Record of 
Fuchs 1,792. 73. Where itis mentioned , not for a precept of 
ſwearing, bur in thanksgiving and praiſes to rhe Lord , rhat he 
had performed the oath which he had ſworn ro Abraham, by 


eiving rbern light (who fate. in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of 


death) and the knowledge of ſalvation , $y the remſfion of their 

fins, Oe. 

But where he ſpake of fyeacing , - and wil nor repent, it was 
: _ 
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conſerving thediſanulling of all choſe Prieſts which were. made 

by a catnal commandement , and of eſtabliſhing Chritt Jeſus, 
His Son-with anoath , tobe a Prieſt fof evermore , afcer the 
oſder of Melchiſedeck,, (an unchangeable unalterable order) 
and not ater the order of Aaron, (which P:ieſthood was chan- 
ved, and ſo there was of neceſflicy a Change allo of the Law, by 
which ſwearing and oathes was commanded and tollerated) for 
ſuch an High-Pciefi (ſaith the Scripture) became us, who is ho« 
ly harmeleſs, undefiled, ſeperate from finners, and made higher 
thenche Heavens, &c, For the Law makerh men High-Priefts 
which have infirmity , but the word of the oath which was ſince 
the law, makerh the Son who is conſecrated tor evermore; mark 
the word of the oath (which was fince the Law) which God 
ſware and will not repent , maketh the Son an High-Prieft for 
evermore , at whoſe mouth the] Law muſt now be ſought, as ic 
was of the Prieſts inthe Old time, whoſe /;ps were to preſerve the 
peoples knowledge, Mal, 2. 7. But now inthe Son Chritt, dwellerh 
all the treaſures of wiſdome and knowledge , by wham God 
ſpeakes in theſe laſt daies, ſaying-, Thi i' my beloved ſon hear ye 
him, &c. 

21, Sothat you who contend and plead for ſwearing, and 
oathes, and perſecute abour ir, are yet in theold time and under 
the Law, and the old, diſanulled , changeable: Priefihood, and 
fell into condemnation , /emes 5. 12, and not undeFgrace , no 
Diſciples of Chriſt Jeſus , the everlaſting unchangeable High- 
prieſt, who ſaith, Swear not at al! ; And ſo no chriſtians, 

22. And ſo now, ye bave no covering but whit is too narrow 
for your ſweatiug and oathes, nor no ſhadow of death or dark 
place to hide your ſelves under, from the light of the Son; who is 
 nowrifen, and coming up tothe noon day , whom God hatch 

highly exalced, and given him a Name above every Name , that 
at his Name every knee ſhould bow., of things 1n heaven and 
chings inthe earth , and things under che earth, &Cc, Pbyl, 2, 9. 
Io, | 
23. Andſoif every knee muſt bow to-him, then muſt MAbra- 
ham David and Solomon, Toſeph, Iſaac and FHacobyand all the An- 
gels bow their knees, (underfiand what name , and what knees, 
of things in Heavenand Earth &c.) andall whodid ſwear io __ 
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| (20) 
-Old time) to him who now ſaith, Swear wot at all, Mat, 5, which 
is fince the law. 

24. And if ye ſhall yer again ſay ot do beleive chat it was on- 
ly prophane {wearing and oathes that Chrilt there forbad his Di- 
ſciples, even ſach as drunkards and quarrellers uſe in their com: 
mon talke.or ſuch as the Phatiſees uſed, as aforeſaid , and nor 
lawful ior religious oathes, 

25, Tothis [ anſwer; If ſuch prophane oathes and ſwearing 
and (uch ſuperfticious and Idolatrous ſwearing , as the Phariſees 
and Hipocrites then uſed Afar. 23, were ever {commanded of 
God, and to be performed ro him in the Old time, then ir were 
ſuch oarhes and ſwearing : Bur I do not read nor beleive, (nor 
any other true Chrittian) that God did everis any age, or to a- 
ny people whatſoever, command or allow of ſuch a kind of 
ſvearipg and oathes , as the ungodly, drnnkards and prophane 
people uſe in their common talk , or ſuch as the Hipocrices did 
then, or do. now uſe, who perſecute them that witneſs the oath 
andeverlaſting covenant of God fulfilled, which now faith 
to his Diſciples, Swear nt at all. | 

26. Bar if it could be ſo proved and made manifeſt , yet the 
word or commandement [ 1 ſay unto you ſwear not at'all, ] do in- 
clude (tothe underſtanding of the apright and reaſonable) all 
ſwearing whatſoever to be fotbidden by Chriſt Feſus , whom all 
are to hear, and co whom every knee muſt bow, © 

27. 'Ob;e&.. Bur here may yer another queſtion atiſe , in the 
unſaciable reaſoning part, among people 1u the World, Viz. 1F 
#ll ſwearing ard oathes is now forbidden and that we muſt not ſwear 
at all bythe command of Chriſt Ieſus, what then will become of all 
the world ? One man might kill another, and ſteal from another, and 
abuſe, rob and jþ#1l therr neighbours without reſtraint or pamſhment, 
ſeeing mens words will not be taken , as ſuſſicient to prove any crime 
againſt any according to Law, without an oath, which among mey 
doth-endthe ftrife, and is aconfirmarion &c, 

28, To which I anſwer, I grant the whole world lyeth in 
wickedneſs, (as the Apoſite Tohnſaid) and they rhemſetves con- 
feſs the ſame, that they break the commands of Godevery day, 
in thought word anddeed , which is alfo very apparent to all 
whole eyesare open, and many times complain there is no 
| nealch 
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| 'Cir) 
health (or eruth) in-them, and char chey are miſerable finters+ 
This is generally confeſt throughout Exrope,' anditimay be 
chroughout the whole world among the. [wearers , who are (till 
in (trite and debate , and ſmiceing with the fit 'of wickedneſs; 
notwithſtanding all cheir oarhes and ſweaiing , it ends-nor the 
firife among them. 
29.But now mark, theſe are all of the world, and their teachers 
"who plead for.{weativg , and oaths, are of the world:, and the 
world heareth them . 1 ſohyx 5. 19, Theſe are miſerable finners: 
wichourt truth and health , no ſoundneſs from the crown of the 
head to the ſole of the foot, (from the high and mighty ro the 
begear on the dunghil ) but all gone our of the way, erred and 
{trayed from the right way, as they themſelves confeſs, 

30, Now when theſe do ſteal one from another, or kill , mur-- 
ther, or robone another, we do not bid chem refrain from ſwea- 
ring one againlt another, in that caſe, becauſe they are nochri- 
fiians, And what have we to do with them that are withont (as: 
Paul ſaid) for ſuch God judgeth, 1 Cor, 5,12, 13, but we dire 
and inform peoples minds, and exhort them thatare thus in ftrite 
and ſwearing » Killing and Realing . (for which the Land mour- 
»eth Hoſ. 4.2. 3.) to cometo the Light of Chriſt Jeſusintheir- 
conſciences , and learn of im (who ſhewerh chem char theſe 
rhingsare evil. and reproves the wole world for their fins) thar 
ſo they might be cavght(as hisDiſciples are )to deny all ſachnn- 
eodlineſs and theſe worldly Luſts, (from whence the rife! and: 
ſwearing, wars and fightings comes ) and live ſoberly, righreouſ- 
ly and godly in this preſentevil world, and to do unto all men as 

they would have others do to them ,and yet:this-1s bur the Law- 
and the Prophets. 

31. Therefore ye ſhould confider, that this firife-, ſwearing: 
and oathes is not among chriſtians, who obeys Chrifts-com =. 
mands, and abide inhisdodGtrine:, butin the world: which lyeth  . 
in wickedneſs; And as ſaith the Prophet , The Wicked will de 
wichedly (while many are tryed, purified and made white) aud none 
of the wicked ſhall underſtand, Dan. 12. Anil ſuch: as abide not in 
the. dgttrine of Chriſt , but tranſgreſſeth, bath »at God,- 2, John 9. 

32. Sothatallthefe things are; among them thar-are 6ut- of 
the doarine of Chriſt, who ſaith, Swear »0t at all,and ſo are with- 
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ont God in the world, .. cheir hearts blinded, and their 
hearts alienaced and eſtranged from the covenant of promiſe, 
(which God ſware ro Abraham) and (rangers tro the Common- 
wealth of 1ſ-ae!, ſo are none of his Diſciples, whom he hath 
ravghc to be merciful, androdo to all men as they would be 
done unto ; and when this is done among people, where would 
be the killing, or Realing, impriſoning, or perſecuring, if ye were 
bur come to this ; for thou would nor have ancther kill thee, nor 
ſeal from thee, nor perſecute thee for thy Religion and conſci- 
ence; then take heed that thou do likewiſe , elſe thou art no 
chriſtian, ler thy profeſſion be what ic will , orthy Religion and 
worſhip, and ontfide Garments , of what colour or form ſoever, 
So that we do juſly conclude , and Gods witnels 1nall your con- 
ſciences, ſhall one day witneſs the ſame ; Thar we who are our 
of the ſwearing and (irife abiding in Chriſts doctrine and com- 
mands, are of God, axd hath both the Father and the Son, as it is 
written 2 lh» 9. (how blindly ſoever you now judge of us) and 
that you who are in the firife and ſwearing ont of the doatrine 
of Chriſt hath not God, bur are without God , inthe world thar 
Iyeth in wickedneſs, and have not his fear befoxe your eyes,which 
35 to depart from evil, Prov, 8, 13. 2nd 16,6. 

Therefore conſider theſe things, all ye Relers, Teachers and 
people, who contend for ſwearing, and oathes , and caſt the ſer- 
vants of God into your noyſome hoſes, andpriſon-hoyſes, ma- 
king long furrows vpon their backs with your Infiruments of 
cruelty , for abiding in the dotrine of Chriſt Jeſus ; and becauſe 
they cannot break his commands by ſwearing, and yer you your 
ſelves profeſs his name in wo-ds, and ſay youare chriſtians , and 
chat he is your Lord and Saviour and the like : Away with this 
hipocriſy, Gods ſoul loarhs it, and ye area burthen ro him which 
he iseven weary to bear , and he will ſhortly eaſe himſelf of all 
you hypocrites who cry Lord, Lord, and do not the things whi-h 
he commands , this was the Phariſees Rate , rhe perſecuters to 


whom the woes from rhe Son of God were denounced , asthey - 


are againſt you at this day, (rb 
Therefore if ye will now own ſwearing and oathes to be law- 
tal, uſeful , and rolferable and plead for chem, and perſecure a- 


bout them, and ſuch chings, when Chrift Jeſus hath expreſly and 
po- 
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PUT 1... MES” 
poſſitively forbidden all ſwearing , (ro whom God hath com- 
mirted all power and judgement in Heaven and earth, co whom 
every knee mult bow, who is made an High Prieſt with an oath 
(which God ſware and will not Repent) fince the Law and the 
Old time, whoisthe end of che Law and the Prophets , by 
whem God ſpeaks in theſe laſt daies, &c. 

Then confeſs openly before all people chat ye are Jews. living - 
in the Old time, und-r the Law, and not in the new andliving. 
way Chriti the end of the Law, or thar ye are Infidels, or Hea- 
thens,&no longer profes your ſelres chriſtians for ſhame;or rake 
the name ofChriſt into your mourhes for a cloak of malitiouſneſs 
bur as flatly deny him to be come in the flefh with your month & 
tongues 45 ye dowith your works, Tit, 1.16, And that ſuch or anyſo- 
ther of his commands ,are of no effeCt or forceto you, & ſo deny . 
him to be Lord, who is the Head over all,to his Charch,to whom 
every tongue ſhall confeſs , tothe glory of God the Father, 

For if ye do ſtill profeſs hint or his Name in words, and that 
ye are his ſervants, and call your ſelves chriſtians or the like, and 
yer not obey his commands , nor do the things which he harh 
ſaid, nor abide in his doEtrine , but perſecnte them that do , we 
muſt and ſhall judge you in righteous judgement , tobe abomi- 
nable hypocrites, and rebellions , and diſobedient both to the 
Farher and the Soft), for God hath ſaid, This is my beloved Son in 
whom I ans well pleaſed, hear ye hin; ; and the Son ſaid, Swear net 
at all, and John ſaid, Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth aud abideth not in 
the dotrine of Chriſt hath mot God, And this is Chrifts do&rine 
before mentioned, which he taught, 1» which who ſo abideth hath. 
bath the Father and the Sow, | | 

| Therefore rake heed ro your ſelves -whar ye do, or whar ye 
intend todo again ſuch, for the Lord God of Heaven is plea- 
ding their cauſe, and will plead with you all who break his com- 
mands, and teach men ſo, or compel men ſoro do; forye are all 
our of the doarine of Chriſt, in the cranſgreſſion (though yecan 


. talk of him, andprofeſs him with your mouth and lips) and hath 


not God, but are withour God , in the world which lies in wick- 
edneſs, where ye are contending and pleading for ſwearing and 
oathes in the old rime,which ends nor your ſtrife,which the one 
oath,the new & living way ends, who ſaith, Swear not all,Aat.5. 
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(14) 
So ye being without God inche. world, breaking his com- 
mands.,ye are nor under Chriſts government ;- and.ſq being our 
of his governmentye are withour his protection , for he praies 
not for the world, bur for cthemwhom he hath choſen our of ic ; 
for the whole world-lies in wickedneſs: So-ye being inthe wic- 
kedneſs, inthe Tranſ erethon , out of Chrils:protetion, (who: 
hath all power in Heaven and earth) ye are indarkneſs, and un- 
der the ſhadow of death, and in the gall of bitterneſs, andinthe 
bond, of iniquity , captivated 1n the ſnares and chains of the.Old 
fool, (at bis pleaſure) whom ye obey, and ſo, yeare in ſuch-a.pre- 
munire (body, ſoul and ſpirit ) that ye will never moreger out 
EXCept yE Iepent with ſpeed, and turn your mindsro the light of 
Chri!}, Jeſus in your conſciences, and obey his commands, and 
abide in his doRrine, who ſauh, Swear not at all, 

And this 1s the word of the Lord God of Heaven untoall you 
Rulers, Prieſts and people whatſoever, who ſwear and plead for 
ſwearing and oathes;, and periecute the harmeleſs about ir, ye 
are none of Chriits ſheep , ſervants, friends. or childrer, bur of 
the linage of C@nand the old hipocrires intheir way, ro whom 
the woe belongs , who denied Chriſt and chuſed a/murtherer, 
and o ye are no chriſtians, 

- But Chriſt Jeſus iscome., andis ſetting vp his government , 
Kingdome and dominion over all.your, kingdomes , and eſtabli- 
ſhing his Throne upon top of af your Thrones, whoſe Secptecr is 
a Scepter of righteouſneſs, which muſt rule oyer all unrighteovs 
Secprers. Andto his.name which is above every name, ſhall all 
your knees bow. 


If ye fulfil the Roy al Law according to the Scripture , Thou ſhalt 
leve thy neighbour and thy ſelf, ye do well, &c. 

For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law , aud yer offendinone point, 
| bers guilty of all, Tam. 2, 8. & ec. | | 
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of whit fort ſoever, in. chis Nation of E»zlard,, from the high- 


elt torheloweſt, who ave any hand in perſecuting the Iano- 
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H Earn nndlerftand att ye Rulers, Priefs and Tewthtys of En- 
vland, with all your Officers nnd fervants , or whomſoever elſe, 
Supertor or Inferior, from the Indge to the Goaler, or from the iigh- 
eff: to the loweſt, who have any hand , or are m any meaſure perta- 
ker: againſt thi innocent people and ſervants of the Lord Tefus Chriſt 
-who-cannet break. his commands by ſwearing. FSA 
This we wanld give you to mnderftand, that as for 14 who fear and 
obey the Lord; your Priſons and cruel unjuſt dealings, and your long 
furrowes ye plough npox our barks therein, is very little tom . except 
tothe more raiſing and ftrengthning of that life 11 us , which will. 
never bow tayour wills, or aty will of man by tranſgreſſing the com- 
 mantls of Chriſt Teſs ; for our eyes are nat at whitt'ye claw or ill, by 
have poverpermitted youto do , or at the length of tim#; im whith we 
ſuffer bonds underyour ambitions wills,or at any #ther temporal thi 
whatſoever ; but tothe Lord our God alone , who is pleading and will 
plead our innocent canſe for us in all. your conſcrences - Te b: ze (hould 
ſhut ns up tn Dogon never ſa cloſe from. you.,.omt of your ſight or 
hearing, yet Gods witneſs (ara drawn ſword in your" bowels Y which 
ſeeth in ſecrzt, ſhall pierce through Jour heart and life", indl [mite 
104 in your very vital parts for all your wickedneſs ag ainit hom , his 
. way of truth and harmeleſs people; and ſet in order before you all 
you: ungodly deeds and blaſphemons hard ſpeeches whichye ave 
committed an ſpoken , forthe ye of the pure God beholds ,"nvi'his 
ear of jexlonſy hears you 1 your moſt ſerrer chambers from Whoſe 
priſency, jt open? tie: fp coor big peo owes 1 though 70u 
ſhould dig as deep as\Hell, or fly-to the uttermoſt parts of the earth, 
4nd thowgh you ſhould heep ne til deathiw your pou! » 18-CAnmot 
break;rhe commandrof onr Lori avd Savior, which hath ſaved 6, 
ard will yet (ave and deliver us ; But at fot jou who prefels, 2onr 


— $ I735% > C.- 5 
fet * chriſt 1ans,con der t efe things. Whether he; whom ou pra- 


fe e in words will 1106, call you to an account for breakint bit 'com- 

mavuds , aud for cafting bis ſervants and ehildyen wntd prifors , and 

keep them there, for no other cauſe but for kgeping the commands & 
| | : "72" 2 2 
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ew, ache: Phaa;ſees did, Moſes axd the Prophers.ha 
their life, & Cnofediri leſwe the end and ſubſtance 
and che chit 30D words; Te hypoerites , what covering or excuſe can 2 
Je bave to hide or ſhilter your ſelves under , inthe > kiges the Lord 
which haſtens upon you ? 1h 
-. Its nat'your Atts and decrees. made ini the'will of manthat ſhall 
ftandyoum fteed, or ſave you, whenthe ſentence is given againſt you, 
Go:ye workerg of Iniquity, into everlaſiing torment ©: Nay, they 
fhall nat be able to ſave themſelves from the juſt judgement of our 
God, but ſhall recerve a juſt recompence for all thiir doings, | 
And as for uswe chooſe rather to die then. tranſgreſs againſt the | 
Lord Teſus Chriſt, or wrono our conſcience in auy meaſure by bowing Ry 
to the corrapt wills of proud © ambitions men, who are alienated from 1 
' God, and would alienate us from him alſo ; Did we obey. your requs- . 
Tings, or impoſitions 19 theſe unjuſt & unrighteou things ? but we dee | 
frretoirve alway in obedience and humiliy before bing. , thaugh-our 
2 _ #1tward mar periſh through. your-unjuſt andcrnel dealings ;omr ſouls 
bs Jou cannot reuch to defile them, nexther cane break, our peace wth 
En; . For we now the uttmoſt of your vower and Ability ,the laſt enemy 3s death, and 
through the tender meacies of our God we do enjoy that life and peace, in which 4 
- we dayly.triumph ever, death and Hell, and tbe gates of it ;, Praiſes, and thanks. to 
£9 om "bis boly Name for ever andiever , being founded- dn the unmoutable Rock of our 
| Sſetration Chriſt Feſus: in whoſe will, life and ſlrength, we-arereſalved m-pati- 
is 1/xth and Nameſake, to undergoe the greateſt puniſhments, afflitens, 
| {> al. be able , or ſuffered 
Med wed the coſt to the utmoſt 
6; + +: But-as for-you this 1 tell you all, from the bigheſt tothe loweſt > who bavie the 
.\ "ef band ar ff vings Gather im cya arkoory whe (ir (corn) 
are caled Quehers, you ave ſplitting and d 
ning an 00" Zara aarga ves n theſe 


Y 


'F 


"x deuth, that you from the bigh:(3 to the loweſt, can 
"$0'mnfletÞ upon us, So we bave fully weighed and .c 


' lifted wp ag irye4 y this ſhall ye {all: And this js ods word of truth unto you 
which ba nadns ; viltbe done, endinit we ate 
.welb ſatisfied , - hnowing 
hnoweth bow ts deliwar them bo only in him > and ts reſerve tl c 


= - From my Priſon ac".  ' - where I remain a cloſe priſenerhbe- 
a0 __-Barfordche rothi ' '* ©  cauſel canner ſwear, and 
' month 1663, :. -. command of Chriſt Jeſus.. © 


- Thus ſaith the Lort,1 will woke Sinfalons burthenſom fone to ail JE and 
they that burthen themſelves with her ſhall be daſhed in pieces, © 
| The END, © _  Pirintedfar me MH, 5 
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